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*Corresponding cutting list available on page 4.
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TOOL LIST

Miter saw OR circular saw OR table saw 

Jig saw w/wood-cutting blade OR router w/cutting bit

Electric drill

Drill bits and countersink bit

Electric impact driver w/#2 Phillips head screwdriver bit
OR #2 Phillips head screwdriver

Tape measure, square and marking pencil

Hammer

Wood clamps

Caulking gun

Paint brush

TOOL LIST
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MATERIAL LIST

(1) box of 1" exterior flathead wood screws

(1) box of 1 1/4" exterior flathead wood screws

(1) box of 1 3/4" exterior flathead wood screws

(1) dozen 3" exterior flathead wood screws

(2) 2" x 2" x 8' treated pine boards

(1) 2" x 4"x 8' treated pine board

(2) 1/2" x 4' x 8' treated plywood sheets

(1) 5/4"x 5 1/2" x 8' treated decking board

(10) 3/4"x 6" x 8' cedar boards

(4) tubes of exterior construction adhesive 

(1) bottle of exterior wood glue

(3) 3" heavy-duty T-hinges

(2) heavy-duty gas spring lid support hinges

(1) can of exterior latex paint and primer

MATERIAL LIST
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LUMBER CUTTING LIST

LUMBER CUTTING LIST

(F) Box bottom — (1) 1/2" x 18" wide x 54 1/2" long treated plywood 
 

(B) Box ends — (2) 1/2" x 18" wide x 17 1/2" high treated plywood 

(C) Box front/back — (2) 1/2" x 17 1/2" high x 55 1/2" long treated plywood 

(H) Box lid — (1)  1/2" x 22" wide x 58 1/2" long treated plywood 

(A) Box corner posts — (4) 2" x 2" x 16 1/4" long treated wood

(D) Box internal long braces — (4) 5/4" x 2" x 24 1/8" long treated boards

(E) Box internal short braces — (2) 5/4" x 2" x 15 3/8" long treated boards

(J) Box frame rails — (2) 2" x 4" x 18" long treated wood

(K) Box frame stiles — (2) 2" x 4" x 13 1/2" long treated wood

(G) Box feet — (2) 2" x 2" x 18" long treated wood

(L) Box end trim covers — (6) 3/4" x 5 1/2" x 19" long cedar boards

(M) Box front/back trim covers — (6) 3/4" x 5 1/2" x 57" long cedar boards

(P) Box lid trim covers — (4) 3/4" x 5 1/2" x 60" long cedar boards
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*Lid, bottom, front/back, and ends cut from 1/2" x 4' x 3' treated plywood sheet.

BOX LID (H), BOTTOM (F), FRONT/BACK (C) AND ENDS (B)*

DIAGRAM 1 - CUTTING LAYOUT
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BOX ENDS (B)*

DIAGRAM 2 - DRILLING SCHEMATIC

*Identical drilling schematic for both box ends.
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BOX FRONT/BACK (C)* 

DIAGRAM 3 - DRILLING SCHEMATIC

*Identical drilling schematic for box front and back.



‘STOW-AWAY SEATING’ OUTDOOR STORAGE BENCH BUILD

Page 8

BOX BOTTOM (F) 

DIAGRAM 4 - DRILLING SCHEMATIC
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BOX LID (H)

DIAGRAM 5 - CUTTING LAYOUT

= 3" heavy-duty T-hinge notch out (3 3/8" x 7/16").

= Recessed water channel (1/4" deep x 1/8" wide).
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BUILD STEPS

1. �Begin building the bench’s internal storage box by attaching (2) 2-inch by 2-inch  
treated corner posts to each of the (2) half-inch treated plywood end panels  
using waterproof wood glue and 1 3/4" exterior construction screws.

2. �Next, attach (2) 2-inch by 2-inch treated feet to the half-inch treated plywood  
bottom panel using waterproof wood glue and 1 3/4" exterior construction screws.

3. �Using the bottom panel to square your box, then attach the half-inch treated  
plywood front and back panels to each of the (2) end panel corner posts using  
waterproof wood glue and 1 3/4" exterior construction screws.

4. �With the (4) outer box panels now fastened together, use blocking to raise the bottom 
panel up so it’s flush with all (4) corner posts. 

5. �Next, place (10) internal long and short braces inside the box and attach each using  
waterproof wood glue, then 1 1/4" exterior construction screws fastened from outside  
the box.

6. �Now flip the box upside down and attach the bottom panel to the bottom braces  
using 1 1/4" exterior construction screws. 

7. �Then, notch out the back edge of the half-inch treated plywood lid panel to  
accommodate hinge installation later in the build.

BUILD STEPS
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BUILD STEPS

8. �Now it’s time to begin trimming the internal storage box. Working top-down,  
attach (3) 1-inch by 6-inch cedar boards to the exterior of both box end panels  
using construction adhesive, then 1" exterior construction screws fastened from  
inside the box. Use temporary half-inch spacers to create uniform separation  
between each board.

9. �Then, attach (3) 1-inch by 6-inch cedar boards to the exterior of both box side  
panels. Again, start from the top to ensure proper alignment with the cedar on  
both end panels.

10. �To build the storage bench seat, begin by cutting a quarter-inch deep channel in  
the underside of the lid panel, roughly half an inch inside all four edges. This  
will help prevent water from entering the internal storage area. 

11. �Next, attach (4) 1-inch by 6-inch cedar boards to the lid exterior using construction 
adhesive, then 1" exterior construction screws fastened from the underside of the lid.  
As with the end and side boards, use spacers to achieve uniform separation and, in  
this case, lid overhang.

12. �Now attach three (3) 3-inch, heavy-duty T-hinges to the lid’s underside and the  
storage bench’s backside. 

13. �Next, attach (2) heavy-duty gas springs to the lid’s underside and the interior of  
both end panels.

14. �Finally, caulk around each end, side, and lid cedar board to protect your storage  
bench from the elements. 

BUILD STEPS


